


4s > 
/ + 
ate }. 
rh 3 
B: 
% < 
Ss we 
<s 





| RELIGIOUS | 
(INFORMER. 


a 5 «ee 


jchyo. i TUESDAY, JULY 20, 1819. No. 1 
m ANDOVER, N. H—Published by Ebenezer Chase. 





=. 





\ oi Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, whieh shalt be 
\ _.unto ali people.’— Luke, II. 10. 








- REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


A letter from the Hon. Mr. Miller, published in the Senger- 
field Iiitelligences, gives the particulars of a revival of religion, in 
the tewn of Madison, N. Y. Mr. Miller states, that in sSeptem- 
ber last there appeared a more than common attention to di- 
vine things, principally among the Methodist Society--In No- 
-yember the attention increased ; morning prayer-meetings and 


: * 
eyenig conferences were numerously attended and many, 


be 
“Tho came to scoff, remain’d io pray.” 


Several, who had led dissolute lives, laid down the weapons of 
their rebellion, amd became the followers of the blessed Saviour. 

_ The reformation was not confined to any particular age } persons 
from eight to eighty years old, were the subjects of it. Many of 
them were headg of families, and a more than orditary proper- 
tiommvere men—A number of pious women have wetter cause 
of rejoicing that Ged has bro’t their compamons to repentance, 
and to submit with them in the cause of Christ. Seventeen une 
ted with the Congregational church on the first Sabbath of March 
last, and thirty more stood propounded to the first sabbath of 
May. Seme have united with othertdenominations, and a great 
part have not yet made a public profession, About 200 have 
manifested a hope in Christ. 

We close this article with the following extract from Mr. Mil- 
ler’s letter, as exhibiting a remarkable instance of the efficacy of 
divine grace: 

* At this time a circumstanee took place whith I, cannot for- 
bear to mention; a youth of about 14 or 15 years of age, who 
had been in deep distress for several weeks was brought to re- 
joice m the mercy of God, and was immediately impressed with 
an ardent desire for the salvation of his brothers and sisters, and 
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his father, who were yet in their sins, He went immed 
from the meeting, where he obtained vehief, with his b 1} 
who ws there, and who resided by himself, and prayed yw. 
himar exhorted him to repentance in such a manner as dae 
aficeted his mind. , * 
The next morning on his return home, accompained by - 
brother, they called on his sister, who was mairied, and he - 
quested her that she would kneel down with hm and he wm | 
pray for her. The three knelt down together, and he pray 
in 3 very warning and aficeting manney, and so as much to im 
ress the feelings of his sister——from this place he returned 
reed and immediately fell ito Ins father’s arms, exhorting and 
entreating him in the most tender and aflectionate manner, to 
embrace the Gospel, mingling his prayers with his entreaties, 


that God woukd have mercy on him ard ca lus brothers and sise | 





ters. It was an affecting scene—the whole family were in tears | 
os ! . 


—most of them distrest for their sins, and were sensible that this 


was a peculiar call of God on them to repent.” — 
| Christian Vatehman. 


ITEMS OF NEWS. 


The saratoga Republican describes a tremeadyous storm of | 
wind and hail in that vicinity, It continged from 2 to 4 minuies 


and in that time broke windows, demolished fences, destroyed 7 


crops of grain, laid waste large groves of timber, &c. A barn and 
out hoyses were consumed by: lightaing, and a horse struck dead. 

A late Bombay paper states, that it will be very gratifying to 
the fricnds of humanity to hear that the barbarous practice, long 


sanctioned, even enjoined by Hindoo superstition, of widows Cee | 


voting themselves to the funeral pile of their deceased husbands, 
has engaged the serious attention of somes learned and enlichien- 
ed Hindoos, and jt is probable, that alsurd and horrid custom will 
be abolished. 


Pembroke Juiy, 5.>-On the morning of the first inst. at about 


2 o'clock, the dwalling house of widow Ruth Chickering of this | 


town was struck by lighthing. Timber and briks were hurled in 
different directions through almost evory part of the house. It 
commenced at the top of the chimney, and proceded in different 
directions to the ground, The loss is considerable~~but through 
the goodness of God no lives were Jost nor any one essentially 
miured, Observer. 
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ANECDOTE. 


A eentleman, ‘who had been abusively treated, on asking a 
Shristian friend, if he did net think 3t would be manly to Yesent . 
the abuse, received for answer, “ Yes, it would certainly be 


nanlike to resent it } but it would be Godlike to forgive it. 









» A godly minister of the gospel occasionally visiting a pay per 
son, was introduced to a room near to that wherein she dressed. 
After waiting some hours, the lady came in and found him in 
tears. She enquired the cause cf his weeping. He replied, 
od Madam, I weep en reflecting that you can spend so many hours 
id B before your glass, in adorning your person, while I spend so few 
to @ hours before my God in adorning my soul.” ‘The rebuke struck 
s, @ her conscience. She lived and died a monument of grate. 
Se y MALACCA, 
rs Extract ofa lettor from Mr. Medhurst, at Malavea, to @ friend 
is Bin London, duted August 6, 1818. 
| At this press was thrown oif the first sheet that ever Malacca 
roduced of Mulaytin Seripturcs; how rejoiced was | to witness 
it! it was followed with many prayers. Formerly all, Malay 
@ books were transcribed—an endless labor, the scourse of numers 
of ous mistakes, and raining their price so highs that the people in 
| general jived and died in ignorance. { consider this as a memo~ 
® rable eras and hope it augers the future improvement of the 
id 4 Malayan, Chiness, and Luropean inhabitants of the Pemnsula. 
Q Remove. Affliction is the erueible in which the christian’s faith 
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Ca. [ew y ,; ' 
to as tried: If it pass this ordeal, the world can neyer sulfy its pusi- 
] ty. —_ 

1 - ” 8 . ‘4 : : ‘ 
: 4 [fin any conversation you think a person Wrong, rather hint.a 

y difference of opimon, than offer a contradiction. 
’, : If yeu would live happy, endeaver to promote the happiness 

2 oe tr q', ° 

A % Oi olpers, 
ill ‘ "7 , = e 

: When you sensure the conduct of another, let it be done with ¥ 
ut B Sentleness, . 3 
Mg ; eae MAR RIE DW # 
m | _in this town, Mr. James Tucker, of New-Chester, to Jliss 
. Niney Bailey, daughter of Deacon, John Bailey. , 
nt = - ey" | ies of 
th " DIED, 


in this town, of consumption, Miss Hannah Tucker, aged 20, 
Lars “The memory of’ the just is Blessed.” 
i Grafton, suddenly, Mr. Isaae Dean, aged 75. 
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BUILDING OF GOD. 





“Wekave a building of God, a heuse not made with hands, eter. 
nal in the Heavens.” ‘ 

The feclings of the christian while journeying through this | 
“yale of tears,” are various ard chatging, At one time he & on 
Pisgali’s lofty eminence, in full prospect of the promised land; at Me 
another, grovelling in the valley of Achor. In the morning, per |7 
haps, he ts basking in the sunshine of prosperity, enjoymy sweet | 
and uxinterupted repose ; he heholds the “pillar of cloud” marks | 
ing out his course, and he follows on with confidence and alacry — 
ty; but cre the syn arives at his meredian, the divine beacon diss | 
appears, and his path is overwhelmed with more than a midinght | 
darkness. ‘Thus he is alternately experiencing joy and sorrow, 
happiness and misery. Uninterrupted happiness be finds, is not to | 
be obtained beneath the sus, but all is fluctuation and uncers @ 
tamty. He therefore grows weary of the world, and locks fer. | 
werd with a joyful anticipation to the time when his earthiy tabe 7 
ernacle shall be dissolved, that his weary soul may be forever at 7 
rest. O happy hour! | will welcome thy appreach asthe glori- 
eus harbinger of emaygipation. ‘Then shall I be dehvered from 
this body of sin, this clog of error and guilt—then shall I be 
stript of these rags of sin and shame, and be clothed in the pers 
fect righteousness of a Saviour, , 

Be encouraged then, O my soul, since thou hast such a hope, 
and no longer indylge m gloom and melancholy; the s:orm which 
now beats upon thy ‘devoted head,’ ard threatens thy feble bark 
with immediate destruction, will soon be over and thou wilt ar- 
rive at the haven of eternal peace, where the wicked will cease 
from troubling, and the weary be at rest, YW. 








“+ 


A CHARGE. | 
The following CHARGE was delivered at the Ordination o 
Eld. Jared Sparks, to the pastoral care of the First Independent 
Church, in Baltimore, fay 5, 1819, by Eld. Porter. 


My Dear Brother ;---Conscious, as I trust you are, of the pus 
rity of your motives in entering into the christian ministry, and 
the sincerity of your desires to fulfil the duties ef the sacred of- 
fice, and the important station into which you have now been 
publickly and solemnly inducted; you will yeceive, 1 doubt not, 
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© with ali readiness and seriousness of mind, the charge, which, in 
‘conformity with ancient usage, and the duty assigned me, 1 am 


now to pronource. This charge wiil be solemn, impressive, and 
worthy of your regard, in proportion as it shall be immediately 


drawa from the lively oracles of God. 


Permit me, therefore, to charge thee, before God, and the 


Aord Jesus Christ, who will judge the quick and the dead at his 
| appearing. ‘Take heed to thyself, to the flock which divine 


rovidence hath made thee an overseer, and to the ministry, 
which thon hast received of the Lord, to fulfil it. | 

Our gracious master, you will recollect, spake a parable to 
this end, that men ought always to pray. ‘This duty is, in a pe- 
cibiar manner, mcumbent on those who minister in holy things. 


© Habitual prayer will have an important influence on your chars 


Vacter and ministry. It will fortify you against the power of tem- 


tation, clevate your views, and sanetry your afiections; cherish 
coud principles, desires and purposes; strenghen and animate you 
in the discharge of duty ; and have a powerful tendency to draw 
down the choicest blessings on yourself, and on the people of 
your charge. "I's you it will belong to lead in the devotion of 
the sanctuary, and of various occasions of a. more private, thougly 
not less interesting nature. Let this part of your ministerial du- 
ty engage a due portion of your attention and meditation, that it 
may ever be performed in a manner apprepriate, impressive, ed- 
ving and availing. 

Preach the word; preach the truth as it is in Jesu, holding 
fast the form of sound words as contained in the holy Scriptures, 
and calling no man on earth master. Be instant in season and 


) out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and 
+ doctrine. Keep back nothing, which may be profitable to your 


hearers, But let not an indiscreet, though honest zeal, to de- 
clare the whole counsel of God, betray you into the error of stri- 
ving about words to no profit, or of seeming ta be wise above 


) What is written. Still less sy{fer yourself through a mere affect- 





ation of superior fidelity, to indulge in uncharitable denunciativns, 


} and in announcing opinions with an air of confidence exceding 


your inward conviction of their truth. Imitate that teacher, 


: who came from God, and in whose mouth guile was never found. 


in his example you will see a wonderful prudence, united with 
perfect integrity ; and occasional reverse, with unequalled faith- 
lulness to Fria whese messages he was sent to declare. Siudy 
£9 Sie W thyself apogyed unto God, a workinea that nxeedeth pot 
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to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 


Give thyself to reading, meditation, and doctrine. Intermed. 1 
dic with all divine and usetul knowledge; not forgetting howz | 
ever, that much study is & weariness to the flesh, and that 7 
there is an application ‘too intense to be long endured, withs | 


out endangering health, and life, and usefulness. 


Administer the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Sup» oi 
per to such subjects, and in such a manner, as shall be best 7, 


adapted to rescue, and preserve . those institutions from super 


stitious abuse and profane contempt, and have a tendeney to 





rendcr them extensive, and effectual means of exciting and 7 


binding men to a religious life; of promoting their growth in| 


grace and in the knowledge of our, Lord and Saviour Jesus © 


Christ; and of securing the perseverance of the saints. 
To be continued. 


—— y. 





Religion wants less said about the theory, and more dene ti the | 


way of practice. 
Love, Charity, and Truth want more real friends. 
Pride wants to be discarded, and modest wfidence introduced. 
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TO PATRONS. 


I have the pleasure this day, to present to ihe public the first num” 
ber of the Religious Informer. A lengthy cddress will be unnec © 
essary at this time. The public are generally convinced of the © 
propriety of circulating Rehytous Intelligence. Scripture tiforms — 
us: “As cold water to a thirsty souls so is good news from’ a fat 


country.” 
It is generaliy known, that Tam “mete man connected with a 
society of people, commonly known by i 


ee eS ee | 4 


enome of Free-will Baptist; 7 


yet commumeations from other societies will be avreeable. Brothe ; ; 


erly love is my motto, and I shall endeaver to exercise it freely. 


It 1s hoped that if errors are discovered, they will not be imputed to 


the soceity in general ; but to the individual to whom they belong. 


Elders and Brethren are respectfully solicited to transmit ac : 


counts of revivals of religion, which may oceur amongst them; 4 
at tne same time be exceedingly careful, that they are fully 
convinced, that it is the work of GOD; remembering that facts 
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yelating to religion need no exaggeration, nor any visionary color- 
a. Sings. luet truth be dressed in that simplicity of which the Bible 
Djs a perfect modle, apd lasting benefit to the world will be the 
. happy result. 
 & considerable portion of the paper will be devoted to reli- 
Pgicus intelligence, both forcizn and domestic, obituary notices, 
Y poctry, and a summary of passing events. | 
 %o conende, It shall be my particular eare, to render the 


- 


Wy: former an impartial vehicle «f interesting intelligence, and foi ¢.- 


r 































Te My hope it will be deserving of that patronage, which I hope to 
" Yreceive froma christian public, | 
" f.. Chase. 
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PAs a quantity of the first number will be gratuttously distribu 
Vted, [would request of such as may receive a paper, and do not 

avish to pe lat that they would hand it to gone of ther friends 
or Peruse), 





% It is requested, that those who hold subscription papers, would 

Yretern the number of subscribers as soon as convenient; byt they 
may keep the papers for to obtain more sulsertbers, 

) {GrPlcase to erase from the sybscription the words “ Postage 

— paid by subscribers,” and insert with a peu—“Posiage dedueted,” 





~i POETRY. 

* | THE PURE TESTIMONY, err 
Ce 1 THE pure testimony, pour’d forth in the spirit, 

he © Cuts like 2 keen two-edged sword; - 

ns And hy pocrites now are most sorely tormented, 

ar Because they're condem'd by the word; 


The pure testimony discovers the dross, 


ai While wicked professors make light of the cross, 

t} And babylon trembles for fear of her loss, 

he : 
2 Is not the time come for the chyzch to he gath’red 

to | Into the one spirit of God ; 
{ Baptis’d by one spirit into the one body, 

co artaking Christ’s flesh and his blood; 

7 They drink in one spirit, which makes them all see; 

ly They’re one in Christ-Jesus wherever they be ; 

i The Jews and the Gentiles, the bond and the free, 


* a 
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3 Then blow ye the trumpet in pure testimony, 
And let the worla hear it again ; 
O! come ye from Babyion, Egypt, and Sodom, 9 
And make your way over the plam 5 | 


And gird on your armour, ye saints of the Lord, 4 
For Christ will direct you by his living word, , 


A pure testimony will cut like a sword. 


4 The great prince of darkr ss 1s must’ring his forces, 
To make yeu his pris’ners again ; 
By flavries, repreaches, and vile persecutions, 
That vou in his cause may remain; 
But shun his temtations wherever they lay, 
And fear not his servants whatever they say; 
The pure testimony will give you the day, 


5 The world will not persecute those who are hke them, 
But hold them the same as their own; 
The pure testimony crics up separation, 
And calls you your lives to lay down; 
Come out from their spirit and practices too, 
The track of your Saviour keep full in your view ; 
A pure testimony will cut the way through. 


6 A battle is coming between the two kingdoms, ue 
2 . . oF ; 
The armies will gather anon; £ 








The pure testimony and vile persecution is 


Will come to close battle ere long; 
Then wash all your robes in the blood of the Lamb, 
And walk in the spirit as Jesus has done, 
In pure testimony you will overcome, ' 
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THE INFORMER 

Is published in Andover, N. H. 
every other Tuesday, at 75 Cents a 
year, if pid in advance, or one Dal. 
lar, if paid at the end of the year. 

Those, who become accountable 
for four setts, may have the fifth 
Gratt:. 

Acliberal discount will be made to 
those, who purchase by the hundred. 

Persons recetving papers by mail, 


the same wiil be returned without 








twill have the postage deducted ; and & 
if any do not arrive to the office 
where directed, the deficrency wiil be 
supplyed gratis. 

Money, enclosed in a letter and 
sent by mail to the Editor, will be 
ensured by him; anda receipt fot 















any expense to subscribers. , 
Papers discontinued wheg desired 
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